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BABIES.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiB.&mdash;Having noticed in THE LANCET several articles and
letters on Rabies and Hydrophobia, perhaps a few statistics
of the cases of the former disease which I have had this year
maybe of some interest to you and your readers. Since Jan. 1st
I have seen seventy-three cases ; out of this number only
sixteen were bitches, the rest (fifty-seven) being dogs. I
do not consider that this large proportion of cases appearing
in males is to be accounted for, as is sometimes done, by
comparing the quantity of dogs kept to the number of
bitches, as the number in the two sexes does not vary to
any great extent ; if there are twice as many dogs as bitches,
then that is the outside proportion. The seventy-three
cases occurred amongst seventeen different breeds-viz.,
three poodles, four field spaniels, one mastiff, seven collies,
thirteen fox terriers, two Maltese terriers, one otter-hound,
one greyhound, one St. Bernard, six retrievers, three
Dalmatians, two black-and-tan terriers, four pugs, five
Darbshunds, one Pomeranian, two bull terriers, and seven-
teen mongrels. The following will show the number of
cases in each month: In January, seven ; February, six;
March, four; April, five ; May, eight; June, six; July, six;
August, eight; September, three; October, three; November,
fifteen; December, two. I have taken the temperature in
most cases, and at the commencement of the disease it is
not altered; but, as a rule, on the third day the thermometer
rises to 103&deg; or 104&deg;F. (the normal temperature of the dog
when taken in the rectum is 1014&deg;), and as the disorder
advances the temperature continues to rise until the sixth
day, when in some instances it reaches 107&deg;. In the
paralytic or dumb rabies (the latter term is a misnomer, as
the animal is able to utter a hoarse bark) the temperature
is generally below normal, and in many instances the
mercury does not rise above B6O.
If the public would only acquaint themselves with the
early symptoms of rabies, much of the havoc that has
occurred amongst human beings as well as dogs would not
have happened. Only last Wednesday, the 2nd inst., a pug
dog was brought to me suffering from this disease, and the
owner admitted that he had been walking in Hyde-park
with the animal in the morning, and that he could not
understand why the dog was so quarrelsome with others, as
it was quite contrary to his usual disposition. The owner,
being quite ignorant of the symptoms of rabies, came to the
conclusion that the creature was suffering from worms, and
he was brought to me for treatment. Probably this dog
inoculated half a dozen others, and thus the disease is spread.
I could mention many other instances of a similar kind.
There is no doubt that now the old regulation to muzzle all
dogs has come into force again, the number of cases will soon
lessen. I am, Sir, yours truly, 
r   
A. J. SEWELL, M.R.C.V.S.,
Veterinary Surgeon to the Kennel Club. Dogs’ Home. &c.
Eton-square, December 6th, 1885.
THE DANGERS OF COCAINE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
Sii{,--Professor Hirschberg of Berlin (whose admirable
clinic I have lately visited) uses cocaine dissolved in solu-
tion of perchloride of mercury (1 in 5000), and has had no
cases of septic inflammation following its use. To the list
of disastrous cases recorded by Mr. Nettleship, Dr. Bell
Taylor, and others, I have one to add which occurred when
I was using the ordinary solution of cocaine in distilled
water. I am, Sir, yours obediently,
FRANK H. HODGES,
Ophthalmic Surgeon to the Leicester Infirmary.
Leicester, Dec. 5th, 1885.
TEACHING UNIVERSITY IN LONDON.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR,-Perhaps I ought to point out that my motion (see
your journal, Nov. 28th, page 1020) was not carried, as you
inadvertently state in the leading article of this day’s
LANCET. The amendment which was carried did not, how-
ever, negative my motion. Yours truly.
Sadle-:-ow. W., Dec. 5th, 1885. JOHN MARSHALL.
"WOLVERHAMPTON ISOLATION HOSPITAL."
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-In THE LANCET of last week a paragraph occurs
with the above heading, reporting some grave charges
against the institution named; as this is a very serious
error, I trust you will give it a prominent and early cor-
rection.
There are two hospitals in this town to which the above
name might apply-one the " Borough Infectious Hospital,"
erected last year on plans approved of by the Local Govern-
ment Board, and only lately used for convalescent cases of
scarlet fever; the other is the " Wolverhampton and South
Staffordshire General Hospital," a large and well-appointed
building, whose detached wards we use for isolation. The
charges referred to in your paper were made against a
cottage in a neighbouring town having no sanitary con-
nexion with us, although in the same Poor-law district.
I am, Sir, yours truly,
HENRY MALET, M.D.,
Physician to Out-patients at the Wolverhampton and South
Staffordshire General Hospital, and Medical Officer
of Health to the Borough of Wolverhampton.
Wolverhampton, Dec. 7th, 1885.
* Our paragraph simply stated that the charges referred
to were made in a letter written by the Rev. C. Lee.-ED. L.
EDINBURGH.
(From our own Correspondent)
MEDICO-CHIR URGICAL SOCIETY.
AT the fortnightly meeting of this Society, held on
December 2nd, an important paper on the Operative e
Treatment of Popliteal Aneurysm was read by Professor
Annandale. He described the operation of opening into the
aneurysmal sac, turning out its contents, and ligaturing the
artery above and below its point of continuity with the
aneurysm; and drew attention to the cases in which he con-
sidered this a suitable mode of treatment-viz., those where
instrumental or digital pressure is unsuitable, as likely to
cause gangrene in a limb where the vitality is already
depressed from local or general causes. The operation has
been in his hands uniformly successful, and in none of
the three cases recorded in his paper was there a return of
the disease or other untoward symptoms. An interesting
discussion followed, in which Dr. John Duncan, Dr. Joseph
Bell, and Mr. A. G. Miller took part. Dr. John Duncan then
read a paper on Transfusion of Blood in Primary Amputations.
He has made it a practice in several operations of this sort
to collect the blood from the portion of the limb removed by
expression, and inject the blood so collected into the chief
vein of the stump before closing the wound. In cases where
there has been very severe bleeding before the patient could
be attended to, and where, in consequence, there was danger of
immediate death from syncope, this method has proved very
beneficial. The blood is mixed with a 5 per cent solution of
phosphate of soda, which prevents its coagulation, and is
kept at the temperature of the body until it can be injected.
Dr. Duncan also gave interesting data in relation to a case of
pernicious anaemia, in which he had performed the operation
of transfusion repeatedly with very satisfactory results.
THE SACRUM AS AN INDEX OF RACE.
Professor Turner has communicated to the Edinburgh
Royal Society a note upon the Human Sacrum considered
as an index of differences which obtain between the
skeletons of various races of men. He has found, as the
result of a series of measurements, that this bone is not
uniform in the relations of length to breadth in the various
races of mankind, but that in some races it is longer than it
is broad, whilst in others the reverse of this holds true.
Some interesting data with regard to the sacral index " in
a variety of races were contained in the paper.
EDINBUR&H UNIVERSITY COURT.
At a meeting of the University Court, held on the 7th
inst., two recommendations from the General Council of the
University came up for consideration. The first referred
merely to the meeting-place of the Council at its statutory
half-yearly meetings, for which a suitable hall has long been
